M I N U T E S

Airport Advisory Board

July 8, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Greg Cecil at 12:30 p.m. in the North Terminal Conference Room on Wednesday, June 3, 2009.

Present:
Leon Hoffsette, Don Miles, B.J. Hunter, William Carner, Matt Jenne, Ron Craft, Greg Cecil, Annie Sobel, Randy Eckley

Kathy Frerking, Tammy Puett, Don Elliott - Airport Administration


Jill Stedem - Public Works Public Information Specialist


John Glascock – Public Works


Greg Steinhoff – Boone County Bank, Executive VP and Director of Sales


Emily Ponder – Missourian


Randy Clark – Central Missouri Aviation


Bob Taylor – Visitor


Chris Herd – City of Ashland, City Administrator

Excused:
John Riddick
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Bill Carner made the motion to approve the June 3, 2009 minutes, Don Miles seconded the motion and the minutes were approved. 

GUEST SPEAKER:

Greg Steinhoff – Endowment Opportunities and CORE.  Mr. Steinhoff reported that CORE has been promoting the Airport because the Airport is important to the community.  The Airport is high on the priority list of ways to attract business to the area.   Mr. Steinhoff reported that more flights, more comfortable planes and an updated terminal are ways to better meet the expectations of the surrounding communities and ways to recruit future businesses to the area.  Mr. Steinhoff also reported that renaming the Airport might help with support from other areas, take the burden off of the City and make the Airport appear to be more of a regional Airport.  Greg Cecil stated that the Board thought it would be a good idea to add a member of CORE to the Airport Advisory Board.  Mr. Steinhoff agreed with the idea and said he would talk to the CORE Board regarding this.  B.J. Hunter made the motion to send a letter to CORE requesting that someone from CORE be appointed to the Airport Advisory Board as an ex officio member, Matt Jenne seconded the motion, the motion passed.  A letter will be sent to the City Council for approval.
Annie Sobel stated that she would check with the new REDI director to see if he would be interested in speaking with the Airport Board at a future meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

Utilization Plan – Ideas to promote the Airport.  Matte Jenne stated that he thought he would be a good idea to look at other airports similar in size to Columbia.  Kathy reported that there was money in the current budget for advisory board members to travel to other airports and that funds 
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have been requested again for FY2010 although those funds would need Council approval.  It was also suggested that a survey be done to find out what airports should be visited, and it was 
reported that SCORE had done a survey in the past.   John Glascock suggested this survey be forward to the Board members for their review.  
It was noted that the Air Traffic numbers are the lowest they have been in ten years.  It was reported that this was thought to be a result of the economy and higher fuel prices and that most airport numbers are down 31% to 48%.

NEW BUSINESS:

There was no new business to discuss.

REPORTS:

Greg Cecil asked that Jefferson City and Ashland be added to the reports section so they can let the Board know about airport and airline comments from their residents.

Jefferson City - Ron Craft reported that he has been getting positive feedback regarding the air service out of Columbia.  Ron reported that while trying to file a NOTAM regarding fireworks, the FAA stated that they would not file local NOTAMS and that he would need to file a written NOTAM to the FAA.
Ashland - Chris Herd reported that Ashland is trying to be a good neighbor to the airport and that they are trying to keep Angel Lane in good shape.  

CMA - Randy Clark reported they are continuing to work with the City regarding their contracts.  CMA has a couple of new based aircraft and they are working on a contract for upcoming charters.

Airport Manager - Kathy Frerking reported that the Airline surpassed an 80% load factor for June.  The name has officially changed to Delta Connection at Columbia Regional but there has been no change to the service.  Delta is aware that we would like larger aircraft and/or additional service to another place but doesn’t appear to be ready to make a decision about service here until 2010.  Kathy asked the Board to remind people to be patient because air service is not growing in the present economy.
Kathy also mentioned that the airport was working on the internal appearance of the terminal by removing the brick planter and looking at new chairs for the lobby area.  Some of the airport funding is being used to maintain the integrity of the building, such as the brick work that is being done on the main terminal as well as the north terminal.
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Kathy reported that the August meeting will be a Master Plan Meeting.  A notice regarding the meeting will be sent to Columbia, Jefferson City and Ashland newspapers, as well as airport website subscribers.
It was asked if the Airport could look at marketing and include a favorable statistic regarding not getting stuck in Memphis, since it has been a point of discussion for some.  It was also suggested that the Airport find some way to get the word out regarding the check-in policy so travelers will know that the counter closes 30 minutes prior to departure.
Matt Jennie wanted to know if it would be possible to work with local artists and let them hang their art work at the Airport.  It was suggested that Marie Hunter would be a good contact person for this.

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Greg Cecil at 1:58 p.m. 

